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Introduction 



This Bible study tool is a combination of pages from the Open American Standard Version 
(OASV). These have been chosen for two reasons. This work is in the public domain which makes it 
easy to provide freely without charge. Secondly, it is easy to read and is rich in content. The fact that it 
is in the public domain does not distract from the value it will provide in the study of the scripture. 

About the Open American Standard Version 

There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contemporary English. 
Unfortunately, almost all of them are restricted by copyright and copyright holder policy. This restricts 
publication and republication of God's Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet, 
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The Open American Standard Version was commissioned by 
God in response to prayer about this subject. 



Because the Open American Standard Version is in the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can be 
freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment of royalties. You don't even have to ask 
permission to do so. You may publish the whole Open American Standard Version in book form, bind it in 
leather and sell it. You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and distribute 
audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain the integrity of God's Word 
before God, and reserve the name "Open American Standard" for faithful copies of this translation. 

The Open American Standard Version is an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of the 
Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program updated the archaic words and word forms to 
contemporary equivalents, and then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New 
Testament was updated to conform to the Majority Text reconstruction of the original Greek 
manuscripts, thus taking advantage of the superior access to manuscripts that we have now compared 
to when the original ASV was translated. The style of the Open American Standard Version, while fairly 
literally translated, is in informal, spoken English. The Open American Standard Version is designed to 
sound good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just as the original Greek 
of the New Testament was not formal. The OASV uses contractions rather freely. 
The Open American Standard Version doesn't capitalize pronouns pertaining to God. The original 
manuscripts made no such distinction. Hebrew has no such thing as upper and lower case, and the 
original Greek manuscripts were written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction 
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coronation psalms. The Open 
American Standard Version main edition translates God's Proper Name in the Old Testament as 
"Yahweh." 



With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in the original manuscripts has 
led to multiple possible readings, significant variants are listed in footnotes. The reading that in our 
prayerful judgment is best is in the main text. Overall, the Open American Standard Version isn't very 
much different than several other good contemporary English translations of the Holy Bible. The 
message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of this translation was not to be 
very different (except for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or improving 
the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the public domain status of the ASV. 
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Galatians 
Chapter 1 

1 Paul, an apostle— not from men, nor 
through man, but through Jesus Christ, and 
God the Father, who raised him from the 

'll 

dead— and all the brothers- who are with 
me, to the assemblies of Galatia: 3 Grace to 
you and peace from God the Father and our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our 
sins, that he might deliver us out of this 
present evil age, according to the will of our 
God and Father — 5 to whom be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

6 1 marvel that you are so quickly deserting 
him who called you in the grace of Christ to 
a different "good news", 7 but there isn't 
another "good news." Only there are some 
who trouble you and want to pervert the 
Good News of Christ. 8 But even though we, 
or an angel from heaven, should preach to 
you any "good news" other than that which 
we preached to you, let him be cursed. 9 As 
we have said before, so I now say again: if 
any man preaches to you any "good news" 
other than that which you received, let him 
be cursed. 10 For am I now seeking the favor 
of men, or of God? Or am I striving to 
please men? For if I were still pleasing men, 

I wouldn't be a servant of Christ. 

II But I make known to you, brothers, 

concerning the Good News which was 
preached by me, that it is not according to 
man. 12 For I didn't receive it from man, nor 
was I taught it, but it came to me through 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have 
heard of my way of living in time past in the 
Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I 
persecuted the assembly of God and 
ravaged it. 14 1 advanced in the Jews' 
religion beyond many of my own age among 
my countrymen, being more exceedingly 
zealous for the traditions of my 

fathers. 15 But when it was the good 
pleasure of God, who separated me from my 
mother's womb and called me through his 
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grace 16 to reveal his Son in me, that I might 
preach him among the Gentiles, I didn't 
immediately confer with flesh and 
blood, 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to 
those who were apostles before me, but I 
went away into Arabia. Then I returned to 
Damascus. 

18 Then after three years I went up to 
Jerusalem to visit Peter, and stayed with 
him fifteen days. 19 But of the other apostles 
I saw no one except James, the Lord's 
brother. 20 Now about the things which I 
write to you, behold / - before God, I'm not 
lying. 21 Then I came to the regions of Syria 
and Cilicia. 22 1 was still unknown by face to 
the assemblies of Judea which were in 
Christ, 23 but they only heard: "He who once 
persecuted us now preaches the faith that 
he once tried to destroy." 24 So they glorified 
God in me. 



*1:2 The word for "brothers" here 
and where context allows may also 
be correctly translated "brothers 
and sisters" or "siblings." 

+1:20 "Behold", from "i5ou", 

means look at, take notice, 

observe, see, or gaze at. It is often 
used as an interjection. 



Galatians 
Chapter 2 

4 Then after a period of fourteen years I 
went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, 
taking Titus also with me. 2 1 went up by 
revelation, and I laid before them the Good 
News which I preach among the Gentiles, 
but privately before those who were 
respected, for fear that I might be running, 
or had run, in vain. 3 But not even Titus, 
who was with me, being a Greek, was 
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compelled to be circumcised. 4 This was 
because of the false brothers secretly 
brought in, who stole in to spy out our 
liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that 
they might bring us into bondage , 5 to whom 
we gave no place in the way of subjection, 
not for an hour, that the truth of the Good 
News might continue with you. 6 But from 
those who were reputed to be important— 
whatever they were, it makes no difference 
to me; God doesn't show partiality to man — 
they, I say, who were respected imparted 
nothing to me , 7 but to the contrary, when 
they saw that I had been entrusted with the 
Good News for the uncircumcised, even as 
Peter with the Good News for the 
circumcised — 8 for he who worked through 
Peter in the apostleship with the circumcised 
also worked through me with the Gentiles— 
9 and when they perceived the grace that 
was given to me, James and Cephas and 
John, those who were reputed to be pillars, 
gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of 
fellowship, that we should go to the 
Gentiles, and they to the 
circumcision. 10 They only asked us to 
remember the poor— which very thing I was 
also zealous to do. 

11 But when Peter came to Antioch, I 
resisted him to his face, because he stood 
condemned. 12 For before some people 
came from James, he ate with the Gentiles. 
But when they came, he drew back and 
separated himself, fearing those who were 
of the circumcision . 13 And the rest of the 
Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that 
even Barnabas was carried away with their 
hypocrisy . 14 But when I saw that they didn't 
walk uprightly according to the truth of the 
Good News, I said to Peter before them all, 
"If you, being a Jew, live as the Gentiles do, 
and not as the Jews do, why do you compel 
the Gentiles to live as the Jews do? 

15 "We, being Jews by nature, and not 
Gentile sinners , 16 yet knowing that a man is 
not justified by the works of the law but 





